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Principals Report 

Italian Day 

Next Tuesday is our annual Italian Day. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate our student’s 
learning in the school’s LOTE program. Children 
are able to dress up in red, green and white or as 
something Italian! I am sure we will see a leaning 
tower of Pisa or a Pizza or two on the day. I am 
already preparing for our annual penalty shootout 
competition, hopefully I am more successful in 
saving more shots than last year!  

Industrial Action 

As you may have seen in the media the half day 
stoppages at schools have been put on pause by the Australian Education 
Union. This seems to indicate negotiations are progressing well. This 
pause in action does not include the writing of report comments. I want 
to be clear that in a normal year this process would have been well under 
way and even if a resolution is found to the current negotiations, report 
comments won’t be provided this term. We will be having parent teacher 
interviews during the last week of term nonetheless, so this will provide 
teachers and parents with an opportunity to discuss student progress. 

Sister school visit 

Our school has had a long-standing sister school arrangement with the 
Doan Thi Thiem school in Hanoi Vietnam. I am pleased to announce the 
school will be sending some students and staff over for a visit in August. 
These exchanges are always a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and 
share cultural differences. Whilst this program stalled during Covid we are 
very enthusiastic to welcome it back this year. I will share more details 
next term about how families can become involved. 

Thankyou 

I just wanted to share my gratitude to the parents who do so much 
around our school on a weekly if not daily basis. We have a highly patron-
ised breakfast club, a clean and well organised library not to mention 
events such as the Special Person’s Day stall run this week which would 
not be possible without our enthusiastic, passionate parents. The time 
and energy they commit to the school is remarkable and not unnoticed. 

School Tours 

Our Prep enrolment process for 2027 has commenced. We are now ac-
cepting enrolments from siblings of existing students. We have had an 
influx of school tours for Prep for next year already which is a wonderful 
sign of the level of confidence our community has in our school. We will 
be holding sessions for new families interested in what we offer at PNE 
and how our Prep program operates. Additionally, if you know anyone 
who is interested in sending their child to PNE in 2027 please encourage 
them to contact the office to organise a time.                        

Principal—John-Mark Gook                  



Assistant Principal spot 

It’s been a fun start to Term 2, 
with swimming classes for Years 3
-6, the Animals and City Land-
marks excursions, Interschool 
Sport, chess lessons for Year 3 
and 4 and more. I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank the 
three wonderful pre-service 
teachers who will finish up next 
week: Tess Jackman (1/2S), Ruby 
Howard (5/6D) and Em Francis-
Pester (2/3B). Students and 
teachers have loved having them 
in our school. 
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Policy update 

We are currently reviewing our school’s Bullying Pre-
vention policy. Teaching about bullying is incorporated 
in the Respectful Relationships curriculum in S.E.L. 
(Social and Emotional Learning) lessons. It is im-
portant that children learn the difference between bul-
lying and being mean or rude. A helpful definition of 
bullying for children is:  

Bullying behaviours: 

• Are aggressive, unkind or mean behaviours 
that are one-sided 

• Are repeated behaviours (it must happen multi-
ple times, in an ongoing way) 

• Happen on purpose/are deliberate (i.e. are not 
accidental) 

• Must have a power imbalance – the people bul-
lying and the people being bullied aren’t seen as being 
‘equal’ 

•    Causes harm - this can be physical (e.g. bruises), 
psychological (e.g. distress) or social (e.g. losing 
friends) 

Source: kidshelpline 

No form of bullying will be tolerated at our school, and 
we ask that everyone in our school community be 
alert to signs of bullying behaviour and report it to 
school staff.  
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkidshelpline.com.au%2Fteens%2Fissues%2Fbullying%23%3A~%3Atext%3DThey%27re%2520furious%2520at%2520you%2Colder%2520kid%2520on%2520the%2520bus&data=05%7C02%7CSandy.Mitchell%40education.vic.gov.au%
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkidshelpline.com.au%2Fteens%2Fissues%2Fbullying%23%3A~%3Atext%3DThey%27re%2520furious%2520at%2520you%2Colder%2520kid%2520on%2520the%2520bus&data=05%7C02%7CSandy.Mitchell%40education.vic.gov.au%


Breakfast Club 

FREE! 

 

In the BER from 8.30am  

every day except       

Wednesdays 

Banana Nutella Muffins 

These muffins are homemade, super 
soft and delicious. Available to      
purchase from the Canteen on 
Wednesday the 13th of May and 
Thursday the 14th of May ONLY. 
Priced at $1.50 each and with very 
limited numbers available, get in 
quick before they go. 

   

Julie Hammond—Canteen Manager 

SCHOOL SAVINGS       
BONUS balances 

 

Many families have been paying for 
events but  still have an SSB      

balance from 2025.  Please select 
either the SSB option or pay by 

CSEF/Credit if you think you have a 
balance.  If you are unsure, please 

contact the office. 



 

Shy Meaden 

Teacher Aide 
How long have you worked at PNE? 
I’ve been at PNE for over 20 years—
basically long enough to remember when 
my students weren’t born yet! I started 
here as a fresh graduate in Foundation 
(Prep), spent many years in the junior 
school, and eventually made my way into 
Literacy Coordinator and Literacy Interven-
tion roles. 

Did you always want to be a teacher? 
Absolutely! I’ve been “teaching” since I 
was a kid—my poor family sat through 
many pretend lessons while I read to my 
imaginary class. Turns out, I never grew 
out of it! 

If you could trade places with a stu-
dent for a day, what would you do? 
I’d definitely enjoy being on the other 
side—no planning, no meetings, just learn-
ing, chatting with friends, and seeing what 
it’s like to have me as the teacher for a 
change!. 

What is the funniest thing a student 
has said to you? 

Once, while I was talking about my fami-
ly, a student very seriously asked, “Do 
you have a mum and dad and do you live 
at home with them?” I had to break it to 
them that I am, in fact, a fully grown 
adult! 

What makes a ‘good day’ at school? 
A great day is when everything clicks—
lessons run smoothly, students are      
engaged, there’s plenty of effort (and a 
few laughs), and everyone leaves feeling 
like they’ve achieved something. 

What is one of your hidden talents? 
I can write perfectly on a mini white-
board… upside down! It’s all part of the 
job so students can read it—but to them, 
it’s basically a magic trick. 

Fun Fact: Dani’s Claim to Fame! 

On my very first day as a teacher here 
at PNE they had the TV cameras in the 
Prep rooms interviewing me as a gradu-
ate teacher!   
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2026 

Dani Di Stefano 

Teacher 



Our Foundation students have 
been working on their counting 

collections with materials,      
stepping out and counting some 

leaves collected around the 
school.   

Students in the Year One & Two area have 
been learning about measuring both informally 
(with blocks) and formally (with rulers) as they 

created enclosures for animals. Please have 
them share their measuring skills at home. 



Excursion to the City 
On Monday, the 2/3/4 Area headed into the city to explore Melbourne 

Landmarks. We began our journey catching the bus to Fairfield Station, 

then we caught the train to Flinders Street Station.  

We explored our amazing city visiting these free landmarks and desti-

nations:  

• NVG, famous Water Wall and Great Hall  

• ACMI 

• Federation Square 

• Walking along the Princes Bridge 

• MPavilion 

• Southbank Boulevard Play Space. We had a great day, with a lot 

of walking. Many students cannot wait to take their families back 

to these free landmarks in our beautiful city.  



La Festa Italiana 

Italian 

Day 
Tuesday 12 May 2026 

Come dressed in the Italian colours: 

Verde/Bianco/Rosso = Green/White /Red 

or as a famous Italian. 

There will be a whole school parade,  

an interactive Italian cooking incursion,  

gelati and a soccer penalty shootout. 












