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All of us, (even the best of us), can take things
for granted from time to time. Despite the best
of intentions we can get used to something
that is great, forget what the alternative could
be and just plain don’t realise how good we
have it! Today is world teacher’s day and on
all days this is one in which PNE shouldn’t take
things for granted. We do have some of the
best teacher’s going at PNE. 

If you were at assembly this morning you would have seen our
children say that for themselves. Our teachers are “kind”, “help us
do our best” and “help me be resilient” were just some of the many
kind words spoken about our staff. They are approachable, well-
planned, organised and above all else passionate about teaching.
They want the best for their students and put in long hours to
ensure every student at PNE achieves their best. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff for all their
hard work and dedication to the profession and our students this
World Teacher’s day. Please, send a card, note or letter to your
child’s teacher and let them know how valuable they are. It will
mean a lot more than you think.
Happy World Teacher’s Day to the fantastic staff at PNE! 

Australia will celebrate teachers on World Teachers’ Day Today,  
Friday 30 October 2026. 

You are invited to Shine a light on Australia’s teachers who inspire,
support, and empower our children and young people every single
day. 
From lightbulb moments to helping someone find their way,
teachers make a difference in ways big and small. This World
Teachers’ Day, we’re putting that impact in the spotlight. We’d love
you to share a moment when a teacher made a difference in your
life and help Shine a light on the amazing work they do.
If you’re posting on social media, use #WorldTeachersDay2026
and tag @aitsl to be part of the celebrations.
Find out more and see how people are celebrating at
www.worldteachersday.edu.au

John-Mark Gook — Principal
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PRINCIPALS REPORT
World Teacher’s Day

KEY DATES

2 Nov Curriculum Day  No school

3 Nov Melb Cup - NO school

4-5 Nov F-2 Swimming

9 Nov F-2 Swimming

10 Nov Prep Transition starts

11 Nov Sports / Grad photos

12 Nov 2-4 immigration museum

16 Nov Maths Quiz 3-4

17 Nov Grade 5 Debating

18 Nov Maths night

3 Dec Prep Prom

Enrolments for 2027 are well
underway. If you have a

child who is starting school
next year please contact

the office with any
questions or to pick up an

enrolment form.

FRIDAY 30.10.26



"I liked how Jason played the didgeridoo and
brought the clouds to life!" Ali

"I liked planting and painting on our hands."
Aayah

"I really liked the poems because it was nice to
listen to other schools." Sophie

"I liked learning about Treaty because Victoria is
the first place in Australia to have a Treaty."
Dustin

Yarning Conference 
Last Tuesday the Year 5s
attended the Yarning
Conference at Bundoora Park. It
was a privelege to accompany
the students who listened so
respectfully to Indigenous
community members. Speakers
included Uncle Chris Hume,  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL SPOT

Enjoy the long weekend  with your families!

Annie Neville - Assistant Principal

Wurundjeri Woiwurrung educator, and Uncle Travis
Lovett, who told students about his National Walk
for Truth to Canberra in May. Our students helped
the rangers to plant indigenous trees at the park.
Charlee and Arizona read our 5-line poem about
truth-telling to the massive audience of 400
students, then Anna and Charlee were interviewed
by journalists! You can see them on the Darebin
Council Facebook page. It was a great day!



story ofstory of
the weekthe week
story of
the week
Moving to Australia 

When I was packing, I was thinking with a grudgey expression, “What is it like to live
in Australia? “I thought about the food, the smell and the places. I didn’t want to
leave Zimbabwe and move to Australia because I kept watching these scary videos
about koalas jumping on people’s heads!

It was time to say my goodbyes. Goodbye house, goodbye walls, goodbye bed! I asked
my dad, “Um, how long is the flight?” 
My dad said, “Oh, we’re leaving tomorrow.”
I was annoyed. I didn’t want to go. So, I asked, “Why me? Why me?!!!”  
“So can you tell me what time we are leaving in the morning?” 
“WE ARE LEAVING AT 3:00am,” said Dad. 
Why me, why me?

“Okay, how about this, I wake up at 8:00 pm instead?” But my dad hit me with a big
fat NO! “It will be for your own good, Jordan!”

The next day, my alarm went DING! Ugh, why do I have to wake up like it is a
Saturday morning? “Let’s go, Jordan,” said Dad. 

I was feeling a bunch of sadness as we drove to the airport. I was going to miss my
friends, my teachers, and the big trampoline that sat in the middle of my school. I
was quiet in the back of the car, and I wrapped myself up in a blanket. 

I didn’t say much as we boarded the plane. I sat in the middle between my mum and
my dad. My brother was on the other side of my dad and he threw up. I’d never been
on a plane before and my ears hurt. I watched episodes of Little Lunch on the plane,
and we ate crackers for the first half and then dinner which was rice and chicken. 

I must have fallen asleep because then my mum woke me up and said, “Jordan, Jordan
wake up we are in Australia!!!”

 

By jordan matolaBy jordan matolaBy jordan matola

WOW!!! 
GREAT
STORY
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Kelly Morgan 
Education Support

How long have you been at PNE?
I first came to PNE in November
2025 for 4 weeks of work
placement. I was lucky enough to
get a job here, starting in Term 1
2026.

How would your friends describe
you?
Cat loving, kind, funny and
stubborn.

What’s the first word that comes to
mind that you think the kids would
use to describe you?
Jelly!

What do you like to do in your spare
time?
I love spending time in my garden,
baking, or working on one of my
many craft projects.

Do you ever eat anything really
weird?
Not really. I have a slight obsession
with custard though, which some
people think is weird and gross.

Best (or worst) excuse a child has
given?
I'm tired because the pregnant bird
outside my bedroom window woke
me up at 5am.

Fun Fact about Kelly.....

What is something we would be
surprised to know about you? 
 I am the president of a cemetery
friends' group and run tours at a
local cemetery (I promise I'm not
actually that weird!)



2-4 area2-4  area2-4 area
Our Year 2, 3 and 4 students enjoyed an exciting excursion to the Polly Woodside
Maritime Museum! The students stepped back in time to learn about life aboard a historic
sailing ship and discovered what it was like for sailors and convicts travelling across the
seas in the past. They explored the ship, learnt about its history and gained a deeper
understanding of Australia's maritime heritage and the first contacts to Australia. It was a
wonderful hands-on learning experience that brought our history studies to life!
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Foundation M have finished three weeks in the Productive Patch and they have
shown that small people can be great cooks and gardeners. 

Students have planted corn, tomatoes, zucchinis, sunflowers, basil and
capsicum. They have harvested broad beans, lettuce, herbs, carrots and
beetroots. They've watered, weeded, swept and investigated bugs with
microscopes. Students cooked focaccia, broad bean dip and green leaf salad. 

We spoke to students about trying all the food and having a growth mindset
around eating: we asked students to consider the taste and decide whether it
was new and strange or new and not very nice. Consequently, lots of students
ate broad bean dip, salad and fresh carrots. Everyone loved the focaccia. 

Kat sent some dough home with students for families to bake focaccia and
enjoy together. 

The recipes for both are here. I hope you can try them with your children.

ProductiveProductive
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