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Principals Report 

Thanks for a great term! 

It has been a short but incessantly busy third 
term here at Preston North East Primary 
School. I am sure I am not alone, but I find 
the September holidays some of the most   
enjoyable and refreshing of the year. Once we 
tick into next term we will be in the thick of 
Spring, with the wet and cold of winter behind 
us and the blustery winds of August gone for 
another year. Footy finals are present in     
everyone’s mind (especially if your team is still 
battling it out!) and the end of the year is just 
on the horizon. 

This week I wanted to thank everyone for all their hard work this 
term. Our students have done an excellent job of attending school 
regularly and working hard on all aspects of the curriculum. Collette 
Dane and our 3/4’s & 5/6’s have begun work on our school mural/
mosaic which will be on the outside of the library wall. I have     
attached a picture below so you can see what the end result should 
look like! The staff and students are very excited by this project. 

I hope everyone has a restful and relaxing school break and I look 
forward to seeing everyone next term. 

Term Four Hats 

A reminder that when school returns after the break, hats will be 
compulsory for students wanting to play at recess and lunchtimes. 
The weather can become quite extreme in the run up to the Christ-
mas break and it is important students are protected from damag-
ing UV rays. 

Compass 

Several years ago our school made the decision (based on parent 
feedback) to move to the Compass portal in order to improve the 
speed and accessibility of school communication. Currently, parents 
are able to use the portal to book interviews, give permission and 
pay for excursions.                        Continued over page... 

End of 
Term 3 

  
TODAY 

 
  2.30pm 
  Finish 



Breakfast Club          

In the BER from 8.30am every day   
except  Wednesdays 

 

Come along  

It’s yum and it’s free! 

Continued from front page… 

At this time of year we have many school excur-
sions and events in which we use compass. We 
have however, recently seen an increase in      
parents not responding to this in a timely manner. 
This has caused great difficulty for staff trying to 
plan excursions and other events. We need to   
ensure that we have the right number of staff on 
an excursion for those who attend and enough 
back at school for those who unable to attend. The 
online permission responses dictate how we      
organise these events. 

If parents can please ensure they respond to     
notifications on compass as soon as possible this 
will help with the smooth running of these events. 
Further, if you are having trouble please reach out 
to our friendly office staff who are very happy to 
help.         Principal—John-Mark Gook                  

Looking ahead to Term 4!  

 

The Canteen has some tasty new specials 
planned for this term, including Halal Sweet Chilli 
Chicken Tenders ($2 each or 2 for $3.50),    
Tender Wraps with mayo & lettuce ($6) or with 
full salad ($7.50). Hamburgers will remain on the 
menu, and throughout the term we’ll also be  
offering homemade bakery treats such as      
Halloween cupcakes and cookies, Christmas  
cupcakes and gingerbread people, and Byron 
Bay–style choc chip cookies and muffins. Also, 
the Canteen veggie patch has produced some 
veggies that will be turned into something 
tasty—check the fortnightly Newsletter for 
updates and pricing.  

 

Julie Hammond—Canteen Manager 

Parent Tips…                       
Updating your details 

If you need to update your mobile phone 
or email address 

• Go to the cog           and select 
“Update my Details” 

 

• Add in your New Contact infor-
mation. 

 

• This will trigger a notification to the 
school advising  them of these 
changes. 



Week 8 

(FNH) Halima for trying hard in all subjects. You have 
shown great progress with your handwriting. Keep up the 
great work Halima! 

(FNS) Sulieman for working so hard on his drawing and 
colouring! He has been so kind and caring to everyone. 

(1/2G) Allen For settling into his new class at school and    
already being a supportive friend. Well done Allen! 

(1/2H) Hollis for his improved reading ,writing and phon-
ics. Keep it up Hollis! 

(1/2B) Elijah For making great progress in all   areas of his 
work. Elijah tries hard to complete tasks to the best of his 
ability. 

(3/4O) Ryan for working well in his stop motion group. 
Well done! 

(3/4O) Lorenzo for all your hard work learning English. 
Your reading and writing has improved so much. Well done! 

(3/4P) Shaun for focusing hard in class, especially during 
writing tasks. You have a creative mind! 

(5/6D) Angel Her persistence in solving division problems 
successfully. Well done Angel! 

(5/6H) Ayman for starting his time at Preston North East 
with a positive attitude, confidence and respect. Well done! 



Over the term, the Year 1/2s have been busy little scientists as part of our Inquiry 
unit, conducting experiments including making rain, making volcanoes, using heat to 
change matter and changing liquids to solids. This was integrated into our Writing 
program, where students learned to write procedural texts about these experiments. 

The Year 1/2s have also been learning about fractions in Maths, including creating 
fractions of a whole and fractions of collections.  



Over the past three weeks, the 
Year 3/4s have been learning 
how to read procedures, and 
write their own. They’ve        
followed procedures to grow 
grass seeds; made lemonade 
based on a procedure written by 
Apollo, and followed a procedur-
al recipe to cook yummy ricotta, 
lemon and silverbeet pasta! 

 

Here are some photos of them 
preparing and enjoying their 
lemonade. 



SPELLING BEE 2025 

 

The annual Spelling Bee is an exciting part of the PNE calendar. If 
this year's excellent Naplan results are any indication, the competi-
tion will be extra tough: 64% of our Year 3 students and 61% of 
our Year 5 students were deemed to be strong or exceeding the 
expected level in spelling!  

 

In preparation for the Spelling Bee, students have received a  
practice list of words. Students can copy these words, doing Look 
Say Cover Write Check. They can also think of words with similar 
spelling patterns or rules. Next term, each class will conduct an  
initial Spelling Bee test. The two students with the highest results 
for each year level will then take part in the 2025 Spelling Bee 
competition. Students in Years 3-6 will compete at our Monday  
assembly. The dates are below. Hopefully many parents and    
carers can come along to support our students.  

 

Year 6 Spelling Bee Final, 9:15 in the hall, Monday 13th Oct 

Year 5 Spelling Bee Final, 9:15 in the hall, Monday 20th Oct 

Year 4 Spelling Bee Final, 9:15 in the hall, Monday 27th Oct 

Year 3 Spelling Bee Final, 9:15 in the hall, Monday 10th Nov 

Year F-2 - dates yet to be decided!  



The gardening club and students from 1/2B have been busy tidying the garden and 
readying it for summer planting.                                                                           
 

We pulled out some old plants, weeded and dug in some new soil and compost. Some 
students found their super power with brooms and rakes!  
 

We then planted tomatoes, beans, cucumbers, beetroot and pumpkin. Hopefully they 
all thrive and give us a bumper crop!  

 

Meanwhile students in Year 34 used some of the silver beet from the garden to make a 
delicious, lemony pasta. For some students this was their first time trying silverbeet 
and they were pleasantly surprised!  



Getting to know  

PNE staff (by: Arizona & Selena) 

Calling all new preps!!! 
Prep Transition will start Tuesday 
11th November for all new Preps 

starting in 2026 

 

If you haven’t yet enrolled you must 
do so ASAP as we are currently    
organising classes for next year. 

How would your friends describe 
you? "Sugar and Spice and all things 
nice". I am caring , loyal and very depend-
able. 
 

We know you are a good cook but 
what do you enjoy making? My "happy 
place" is when I am baking. This can be 
anything from cookies to cakes, scrolls to 
muffins. I like the challenge of new tech-
niques when baking. Sometimes I get it 
right, sometimes I get it oh so wrong. 
 

What superpower would you like to 
have and why? Teleportation. My young-
est child has moved interstate and is cur-
rently planning their wedding. It would be 
wonderful to pop over whenever I want 
and not buy an airplane ticket. 
 

What is one word you would use to 
describe yourself? Happy. 

What is the weirdest thing you have 
ever eaten? Beef tongue. My mother 
cooked this for me when I was quite 
young. Apparently it is quite delicious 
when cooked well, but I would never 
choose to eat beef tongue again. 

Julie Hammond 

Canteen Manager 

Reminder:  Hats  are mandatory for 
outside play in Term 4 

 

 

 

 

We do have hats available for sale in 
the office for $20 





Note: Parents and Caregivers must accompany their child for 
the duration of the session 
 

Open to 2026 Preps or any children under school age.          

No bookings are required. 












