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Pupil Free Day 
 
Our next Pupil Free Day will be held on Wednes-
day, May 31st.  Students do not attend school on 
that day. 
 
Advice from the Department of Education 
about Staying Well this winter.  
 
Below I have included advice about staying well 
this winter.  We are really seeing the effects of 
flu and COVID in our community.  I would urge 
families to read the advice below so we can all do 
our bit about keeping everyone well.  If your children are displaying 
symptoms of COVID or flu please keep them home and make sure 
you see a doctor if symptoms become severe.  
 
Stay well this winter 
 
Symptoms of influenza (flu) can hit very quickly and may last several 
weeks. Vaccination is the best way to protect yourself and others 
from getting the flu.  Annual influenza vaccination is recommended 
from mid-April each year and is free under the National Immunisation 
Program for those at higher risk of complications from the flu. 
 
Keeping our school community well 
 
Parents, carers and students are encouraged to practice prevention 
measures, including: 
• washing and sanitising hands regularly 
• avoiding touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands 
• covering nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing 
• staying home if unwell and consulting a general practitioner 

(GP) or Nurse-on-call as required 
• staying up to date with flu and COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 
Flu vaccinations 
 
Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and pharmacies, many 
of which can also provide COVID-19 vaccinations.  Flu vaccination is 
recommended for everyone aged 6 months and over. 
 
Some people are more at risk of complications from flu and are     
eligible for free vaccination as part of the National Immunisation   
Program. 
https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-immunisation-program  
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 Forward Diary 
 
 
May 29 3/4 Koori Heritage Trust 
May 31 Pupil Free Day 
 
 
June 1 3/4 Chess Incursion 
June 7 3/4 Drama Incursion 
June 8 3/4 Chess Incursion 
June 12 Kings Birthday Pub Hol 
June 15 3/4 Chess Incursion 
June 15 F-2 Ripponlea 
June 16 F-2 Ripponlea 
June 20 3/4 Chess Incursion 
June 22 Parent Teacher Inter 
June 23 End of Term 
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31st May 

Student Free 

Day 

https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-immunisation-program
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COVID-19 booster 
The 2023 COVID-19 booster dose is available for 
everyone aged 18 and above. 
Getting your booster dose remains the best way to 
prevent severe illness or hospitalisation, especially in 
people aged over 65 and those at higher risk of   
severe illness. 
 
You can have your booster dose 6 months after your 
last dose or COVID infection. 
 
Children aged between 5 and 17 years who are at 
risk of severe illness can also receive a 2023 booster 
dose. You can get your next dose at your local phar-
macy or GP. To find one near you, refer to the    
vaccine clinic finder. 
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/australian-health-
services?origin=vcf  
 
 

Find out more 
For more information about preventing flu, and    
immunisation, refer to: ·  
 
Better Health Channel influenza flu immunisation 
fact sheet ·  
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/
healthyliving/flu-influenza-immunisation#bhc-
content  
 
Getting vaccinated against influenza. 
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/
getting-vaccinated-against-influenza-resource-
collection?language=und#-information-for-
consumers  
 
Prep Bags 2023 Survey 
Have your say about this year’s Prep bags in a short 
survey, closing Sunday 9 July 
 
Each year, the Department of Education gives every 
Prep student attending a Victorian government 
school a bag full of goodies to celebrate this mile-
stone in their education journey. The information 
and educational resources in the bags are designed 
to help Prep students and their families thrive from 
the start of Term 1. 
 
The department is inviting parents and carers of  
current Prep students to participate in a short survey 
about the 2023 Prep bags, by 5 pm on Sunday 9  
July 2023. 
 
Your feedback will help the department learn what 
families liked about the Prep bags and what can be 
improved in 2024. You can have your say at 2023 
Prep Bags – Evaluation Survey.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2023PrepBags-
Families  

 

The survey takes 5 to 10 minutes to complete, and 
responses are anonymous. For more information on 

this year’s Prep bags, refer to Prep bags. https://
www.vic.gov.au/prep-bags  
 

Phillip Banks— Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday we celebrated ‘Walk Safely to School 
Day’ with an after-school walk from P.N.E. to 
Northland. 90 kids and 10 teachers joined the 
walk! 

Why Walk to School? 

Getting kids in the habit of walking to school helps 
them to feel great, and to live healthy, active lives 
in the future. It helps:  

• Mental wellbeing 

• Mood and self-esteem 

• Confidence and life skills 

• Connection with family, friends and neigh-
bours   
  

It also makes our school streets safer, and it’s good 
for the environment! 

Thank you to Andy and Peta from the Preston    
Police Station, and to all the teachers and families 
who supported our ‘walk from school’.   
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Breakfast Club is Back! 

From 8.30am 

Mon-Fri In the BER 

Assistant Principal’s Spot 
 

 

 

 

 

Sorry Day 

Today Australia marks Sorry 
Day. This day is the anniversary 
of the National apology for the 
treatment of First Nations fami-
lies and in particular, the Stolen 
Generation. As a school we  
recognise the harm and trauma this has caused 
many of the families in our country and the legacy 
of this which exists today. A few of our First Na-
tions Students have helped mark the occasion at 
school today.  

Reporting 

From time to time we have parents request an 
early report for their students due to travel re-
quirements. This can be extremely challenging to 
facilitate due to the assessment requirements of 
reports. Next Wednesday (May 31st) is a student 
free day to enable teachers to work on this assess-
ment and report writing. Reports will be available 
from Monday the 19th of June. The following 
Thursday (June 22nd) will be a Parent Teacher In-
terview day/evening. 

Breakfast Club 

Our Breakfast Club has been running for several 
years at Preston North East Primary School and 
has been hugely successful. This program, run by 
an small army of parent volunteers, aims to give 
children who may not be able to access breakfast 
at home before school – a good breakfast each 
morning before they start class. This is not meant 
to be a substitute for our before care program, but 
rather an opportunity to help those children in our 
community whose families are “doing it tough”. 
The school is looking at ways to ensure the Break-
fast club is being accessed by the families who 
most need it.  

Journey of Hope 

Our year 3-6 students will be in the “Journey of 
Hope” program over the remainder of this year. 
This is a special initiative to help develop students 
resilience and leadership skills on the back of the 
challenging COVID years which have just passed. 
If you see a permission form for this program 
please complete it and return it as it is compulsory 
for this to be completed before students can be 
involved. This term the groups will be exclusively 
Year 5/6 students. 

 

MALPA 

Earlier this year our 5/6 students were involved in 
the MALPA program. This is an engaging and 
practical program which helps develop students 
understanding of the Koori heritage and traditions 
in our area. More information will be sent home 
for those involved. This program will be continuing 
with the 5/6 students this term before the ¾ stu-
dents have an opportunity to access it next term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last few years we have had the “Smile 
Squad” (or schools dental van) visit. This will be 
occurring again next term. If you would like your 
child to have a dental check up please scan in us-
ing the below QR code. The office also has paper 
copies if you require. If you have any questions 
please contact Mr Gook at the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John-Mark Gook— Assistant Principal 



Bookings for Parent 

Teacher Interviews 
We will be using Compass to book parent teach-
er interviews this year. 
Bookings will open on Thursday 1st June, 2023 
at 10am. 
 
Please book a separate time for each of your 
children. 
If you require an Arabic, Vietnamese or Somali 
interpreter you can add this to your booking/s. 
You can contact Mr Gook if you require any  oth-
er languages. 
 
Interviews will take place on Thursday 22nd 
June from 12noon until 6.30pm. in your child's 
classroom. 
Children will not attend their normal classes on 
this day but are required to attend the interview 
with yourself and the teacher.  

We have now completed 5 weeks of Term 2. The 
Specials for this Term are: 

Pancakes and Homemade cookies on Tuesdays. 

Hamburgers on Thursdays.  

If you haven't tried one of the Specials this Term, 
please do so before the end of Term as the     
Specials will be changing for Term 3. 

 

Friday 2nd June 

Pie & Sausage Roll Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Large Pie and Flavoured Milk (Strawberry or 
Chocolate) for $5.00 

 

• Sausage Roll and Flavoured Milk (Strawberry 
or Chocolate) for $4.50 

 

• Large Pie on its own $3.00, Sausage Roll on 
its own $2.50. Items are Halal.  

Congratulations to Ivy 
 

On the 17th of May a number of students from 
grades 3-6 represented the school at district 
cross country at Parade College. All students 
gave their best effort and represented the 
school to a high standard. Ivy Simonetti man-
aged to come 1st in the under 10s girls' event. 
We would like to congratulate Ivy on her fan-
tastic effort, and wish her luck at Division 
cross on June 1st. Well done to Ivy! 



F1G - Luqman Bashir for your excellent listening and contributions during 
class discussions. You always have something great to add.  

F1S - Alexis Hillyear for always being organised, caring and hardworking.  

1/2B - Dorian Griggs for being a responsible member of 1/2B. Dorian has 
been a role model to the class while Ms Bovalino has been away. Keep up 
the great work!  

1/2C - Jessica Falade for always trying her hardest, being kind and setting a 
fantastic example for her classmates!  

1/2M - Lydia Guillot for her great effort in writing. Lydia wrote an excellent 
procedural text on how to make an origami dog face. Keep up the great 
work, Lyida!  

3/4H -Varnika Duggirala for her excellent creative writing in poetry compli-
mented by being exceptionally neat when presenting. Well done!  

3/4P - Idiris Mahamud for having such a fantastic year so year! You try real-
ly hard at all of your work, and you use such respectful manners all the 
time!  

3/4N - Megan Le for being such a positive, cooperative, and hard-working 
member of class. Well done, Megan!  

5/6D - Lily Demiroski for being a supportive by-standing and ensuring      
students are safe in and outside the classroom. Well done, Lily!  

5/6H - Tony Zhang for demonstrating resilience and persistence attempting 
all work with a positive attitude, keep up the good work!  

5/6Y - Riley for settling into the PNE community so quickly and being a    
valuable team member both in the classroom and interschool sport.  



The F-2 area recently experienced a fantastic "Toys over Time" incursion where we learnt 
all sorts of interesting things about the history of toys. 

 

We learnt that many many years ago, before things like metal and plastic were invented, 
toys were made out of wood and could be made by anyone. As time went on new technol-
ogy allowed for different materials and designs. We got to see the special toy museum of 
very old toys, and also had a chance to play with a huge range of toys, new and old, from 
all over the world.   



Last week the Grade 3/4s learnt how to make stopmotion animations. We had to plan a  

story that matched the setting and then create special characters out of modelling clay.   

Finally, we had to move the characters just a little each time, before taking a photo. We 

had to take about 100 photos to make the story long enough to make sense. We also    

added some sounds and voices to the video. We are going to use the skills we learnt to 

make more stopmotion animations this term.   By Nikil and Dina, 3/4P 



The grade 5 and 6's have created a city 
scapes and gardens collage.  


